THE HISTOEICAL STUDY OF KELIGION,           17
Another Vedio Prayer.
'Let us be Messed in thy service, O Varima, for we always think of thee and praise thee, greeting thee day by day, like the fires lighted on the altar, at the approach of the rich dawns/ 2.
' 0 Vartma, our guide, let us stand in thy keeping, thou who art rich in heroes and praised far and wide! And you, unconquered sons of Aditi, deignvto accept us as your friends, 0 gods!' 3.
'Iditya, the ruler, sent forth these rivers; they follow the law of Varuna. They tire not, they cease not; like birds they fly quickly everywhere.* 4.
' Take from me my sin, like a fetter, and we shall increase, 0 Varuwa, the spring of thy law. Let not the thread (of life) be cut while I weave my song 1 Let not the form of the workman break before the time!' 5.
' Take far away from me this terror, 0 Varuwa! Thou, 0 righteous king, have mercy on me! Like as a rope from a calf, remove from me my sin; for away from thee I am not master even of the twinkling of an eye/ 6.
' Do not strike us, Vanwa, with weapons which at thy will hurt the evil-doer. Let us not go where the light has vanished! Scatter our enemies, that we may live/ 7.
'We did formerly, 0 Varuwa, and do now, and shall in future also, sing praises to thee, O mighty one I For on thee, unconquerable hero, rest all statutes, immovable, as if established on a rock/ 8.
'Move far away from me all self-committed guilt, and may I not, 0 king, suffer for what others have committed 1 IMany dawns have not yet dawned; grant us to live in them, 0 Varuwa/ 9.
(M. M., India, p. 195, from Kig-veda II. 28.)